Sowing a Seed 2007: FAQs
What’s included in my contribution? 

We include some transportation and coordination in the gift price – for example, traveling to remote areas to distribute the gifts. However, we have organized this project completely with volunteers so 80% of your contribution goes directly go the school fees, books, uniforms and exam fees. 

What are school and exam fees for? 

After over a decade of rebel war in Sierra Leone, the government faces many competing challenges for rebuilding the country, and not enough funds. The government, with the help of many international organizations like UNICEF, is aiming to end school fees for primary school students. However, the current reality is that in the absence of adequate support from the government many schools still charge fees to keep schools running. A special exam is also required for elementary school children wishing to advance to junior secondary school, and for junior secondary students advancing to senior secondary school – fees are charged for taking these exams. 

How are recipients chosen? 

Benji will be meeting with principals of public schools in the poorest areas of the Western Peninsula area of Freetown. The principals can identify students in need of support from their records. The fees will be paid directly to the school. Text books and uniforms will be bought from local vendors and given directly to the students. 

Will my money really fund the same gift I choose? 

Because of changing exchange rates and prices, we’ll need some flexibility to ensure that we can respond to the situation on the ground in Sierra Leone. But your contribution will always be spent on educational items – school and exam fees, text books and uniforms. Because this project is carried out by a Sierra Leonean with local knowledge of the culture, this will help ensure that your money goes to where it’s needed most.

One Sky

One Sky – Canadian Institute of Sustainable Living is an environmental non-profit organization that works to promote sustainable living globally. We work in partnership with local organizations in the global South, and have been working in Sierra Leone for over five years. We have supported environmental education with school teachers in Sierra Leone as well as sustainable livelihoods projects and environmental campaigns with Friends of the Earth Sierra Leone. Currently, we are implementing a CIDA funded agriculture project in the Kono District designed to increase food security in the region, in partnership with the Conservation Society of Sierra Leone (CSSL).  As well, two One Sky interns are currently in Sierra Leone working with four farmer’s groups on an organic agriculture project and with CSSL to promote environmental education. This holiday season, we are happy to work with Benji Kamara to provide support to school children in Sierra Leone! You can read more about One Sky at www.onesky.ca. 

